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I. INTRODUCTION

On December 22, 2005, pursuant to Massachusetts-American Water Company,

D.P.U. 95-118 (1996), Aquarion Water Company of Massachusetts (“Aquarion” or

“Company”) filed with the Department of Telecommunications and Energy (“Department”)

tariff M.D.T.E. No. 1 (First Revised Sheet No. 25), for service on and after January 1, 2006. 

The Department docketed this matter as D.T.E. 05-94.

II. DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED TARIFF

          The Company proposes a reduction in the water treatment facility surcharge currently

billed to customers in its service territory in Hingham, Hull, and portions of Cohasset and

Norwell.  The original surcharge was approved by the Department in D.P.U. 95-118. 

According to the Company, the surcharge reduction is a result of the redemption in

January 2005 of $2,565,000 in tax-exempt bonds originally issued in 1995 to finance a portion

of the costs of construction of its water treatment facility in Hingham.  If the proposed

reduction is approved, a customer served through a 5/8-inch meter will see a reduction of

$1.93 per month.  

III. ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

Based upon our review of Aquarion’s filing, the Department has determined that further

investigation is necessary.  The Department finds, however, that the tariff filed by Aquarion on

December 22, 2005, for service on and after January 1, 2006, should be allowed so that the

Company’s ratepayers receive the benefit of an immediate reduction in the water treatment
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facility surcharge.  Consequently, the rate changes are allowed, subject to the Department’s

ongoing investigation.

IV. ORDER

After review and consideration, it is

ORDERED:  That the tariff filed by Aquarion Water Company of Massachusetts with

the Department on December 22, 2005, M.D.T.E. No. 25, for service on and after January 1,

2006, is APPROVED; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED:  That the rate changes for Aquarion Water Company of

Massachusetts are ALLOWED subject to the Department’s ongoing investigation; and it is

FURTHER ORDERED:  That Aquarion Water Company of Massachusetts comply

with all other directives contained in this Order.

By Order of the Department,

          /s/
                                                        
Paul G. Afonso, Chairman

/s/
                                                               

                        James Connelly, Commissioner

/s/
                                                         
W. Robert Keating, Commissioner

/s/
                                                         
Judith F. Judson, Commissioner

/s/
                                                         
Brian Paul Golden, Commissioner
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